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IMMIGRATION HUB

Right-Wing Media Data Impact: July and August
Hi team,

Below you will find the July and August recap of right-wing media's impact on shaping the narrative
on immigration. Over the last two months, we have seen the exaggeration of an "invasion" at the
southern border and the continued bussing of migrants.

Please let me know if you have any questions or feedback!
Best,
Taslim

August Summary:

During the August 1-31 tracking period, there were 2,881 negative immigration mentions
across right-wing media outlets to an estimated audience of over 59 million people and
over 180,000 Twitter mentions. There were three major spikes and one minor peak in media
mentions in August.

e The first peak in media mentions was on August 5th, following reports from Newsmax and
Breitbart that the first bus of migrants arrived in New York City, a Sanctuary City.

e The second spike occurred on August 20th because of a Breitbart article claiming that
“nearly 5 million immigrants have crossed our border” since Biden took office. This stat
stemmed from a FAIR report analysis on border crossing during the Biden Administration.

e The third spike was on August 23rd after reports from conservative and mainstream media
outlets that New York City received an influx of over 4,000 migrants because of Texas
Governor Greg_Abbot’s bussing_stunt. Notably, there are critiques over the burden on New
York City’s public school system and that migrants are being_housed in hotels since shelters
are full.

e On August 30th, Newsmax and Fox News reported that Border Patrol Chief Raul Ortiz said
under oath that President Biden's border policies are fueling "the unprecedented surge at
the border.” This added fuel to the “Biden border crisis” narrative on Twitter.

e The top Facebook post was a Fox News video about Virginia Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-
Sears’s remarks that President Biden built a wall around his vacation home while “migrants
flood the southern border.” This post garnered 32,000 emoticons and over 5,000 shares.
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https://mailchi.mp/d098a66bc280/right-wing-media-data-impact-jan-feb-15929661?e=[UNIQID]
https://www.newsmax.com/newsfront/texas-bus-migrants/2022/08/05/id/1081907/?fbclid=IwAR1BfCZ-otVu1z1sX4zXgnFptSwzaXn5de96H5F--Wpzt_R3Ad3ppM-vv9k
https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2022/08/05/exclusive-footage-migrant-bus-mostly-single-adult-men-sent-texas-gov-abbott-arrives-new-york-city/?fbclid=IwAR3JKNSqtFKqlgreRmuB8WVnGCGxjCvqFY5dgF8k7jxGoi0kX33DBTm4JxU
https://www.breitbart.com/immigration/2022/08/20/nearly-5-million-illegal-immigrants-crossed-border-during-biden-administration/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&fbclid=IwAR2YHkshkFIuB6cNwaakfIHOxWUi6AXqz_-CuepTKcvWBZchSP4TwURQ7D8
https://www.fairus.org/press-releases/border-security/fair-analysis-49-million-illegal-aliens-have-crossed-our-borders
https://www.breitbart.com/clips/2022/08/23/nyc-official-were-struggling-to-deal-with-migrants-because-abbott-didnt-warn-us/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&fbclid=IwAR34603hLag9JH4JgTCEta4adUs40M6jHzssrSAhivYNlz0XsugrrHwnWbg
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/08/20/nyregion/nyc-migrants-texas.html
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/21/1118460747/texas-migrants-new-york-welcome-life-tough
https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2022/08/21/nyc-to-enroll-1k-young-border-crossers-public-schools-city-deals-classroom-overcrowding/?fbclid=IwAR1aRTkrS6Wko0oDkg2CQM-4uYoInQpeFTvXCcBy2plJlAoAq7G_YF9bDDc
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=770268850951294
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsmax.com%2Fpolitics%2Fmoody-border-ortiz%2F2022%2F08%2F30%2Fid%2F1085241%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2oDxV3RoWmQ4Fun7-AOnccQlvXaYdhmKULC6_lINYMwqWUiguorjIQYAA&h=AT1hIXfU2V2m7CRWp0HxWG_L8WSf8YmLVWwheAitzRQieHrgk48gfhjHj9xj2WKiOEMIG-ZVYWvV2tgl-siX38yccmGB3iYr3FWTLiJWNK3jJuCYbkL5ogdw4BG_fG3UvbXjCHpTww&__tn__=%2CmH-R&c[0]=AT3ukXP46fAA_et9MmefL4zGWAYSnMrNnTGqyw13xrwbzlHYtMiK9KorpXkOADCrtJnXFye1uQ2HXEve56xDR0nIpbqVTEa1aYjwLJanl7cYY1t5jzHCyDoDqDJ6IXbJgdEms7mHSZe8OJjFaWvcRWvEwXyl84mUC1YbK4tGA9oALvAu
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/border-patrol-chief-says-border-crisis-caused-bidens-no-consequences-policies-illegal-migrants?intcmp=fb_fnc&fbclid=IwAR1v4y8PxUVmDjvNq4I0pJCHfUa5AJ24oENyCEWk_GGIcpXKwVtGfvaKO9E
https://twitter.com/votetimscott/status/1564712057995411458?s=20&t=c28afKE1PFZM3DV_pgvxcA
https://www.facebook.com/FoxNews/photos/a.184044921335/10161726855311336/?type=3
https://video.foxnews.com/v/6311213425112?intcmp=fb_fnc&fbclid=IwAR3Kp2o6JAiEbn1r6qLziAimg1m2ku0xWgee7pwtI6xwFrQOzZa38yrcbMU#sp=show-clips
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July Summary:

During the July 1-31 tracking period, there were 3,743 negative immigration mentions
across right-wing media outlets to an estimated audience of over 59 million people and
over 180,000 Twitter mentions. There were three significant spikes in mentions in July.

e On July 6th, there was a spike because the Texas counties of Kinney, Goliad, Terrell, Jeff
Davis, Edwards, Presidio, and the City of Uvalde declared an "invasion" and urged
Governor Greg Abbott to release a similar declaration.
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https://www.newsmax.com/politics/texas-border-migrants-invasion/2022/07/05/id/1077468/?fbclid=IwAR35_kXY2qQ8KStwZ1ILsZF1BpVpqE5DISCIg-wZK_q_O9aFHf2jGBD2_Ck
https://www.foxnews.com/media/mayor-bowser-claims-illegal-immigrants-crowding-dc-homeless-shelters-asylum-seekers-tricked-buses?intcmp=fb_fnc&fbclid=IwAR030IaQqk2M6lPMGopPn_jR2jEBm4PBXuDZF1Riw6CsSRfRV-17Jna4dUQ
https://www.newsmax.com/newsfront/democrats-washington-d-c-migrants/2022/07/18/id/1079275/?fbclid=IwAR2_KXn1_bIn-LNxIUZSCODWBlz-iuluflY5Avr7xhHMmIGpoDwHCR9nXco
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e The second peak in media mentions was on July 18th, following Fox News and Newsmax
reports that Democratic members of Washington D.C.'s city council sent a letter to Mayor
Muriel Bowser regarding the influx of migrants. The letter requests assistance from the
federal government to handle the approximately 100 people arriving daily. Since April, more
than 150 buses from Texas and Arizona have brought almost 6,000 migrants to D.C.

¢ The final spike occurred on July 29th after Fox News, Newsmax, and Newsweek, among
other outlets, announced that "more than 500,000 immigrant getaways" may have been
released into the United States since the beginning of 2022. Republicans took this to Twitter
to push their "invasion" narrative.

¢ The top performing Facebook post was a Fox News article about an executive order signed
by Governor Greg Abbott that allows Texas law enforcement to return undocumented
immigrants apprehended in the state back to the U.S. border. This post garnered over
25,000 emoticons and almost 1,000 shares.

(7/1-7/31) Immigration Mentions Across Right-Wing Media
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https://www.foxnews.com/media/mayor-bowser-claims-illegal-immigrants-crowding-dc-homeless-shelters-asylum-seekers-tricked-buses?intcmp=fb_fnc&fbclid=IwAR030IaQqk2M6lPMGopPn_jR2jEBm4PBXuDZF1Riw6CsSRfRV-17Jna4dUQ
https://www.newsmax.com/newsfront/democrats-washington-d-c-migrants/2022/07/18/id/1079275/?fbclid=IwAR2_KXn1_bIn-LNxIUZSCODWBlz-iuluflY5Avr7xhHMmIGpoDwHCR9nXco
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/defense-national-security/-dc-democrats-beg-help-migrant-busing-texas
https://www.foxnews.com/us/illegal-immigrant-gotaways-crossing-mexico-border-number-half-million-dhs-sources-say
https://www.newsmax.com/newsfront/gotaways-border-500k/2022/07/25/id/1080274/
https://www.newsweek.com/only-13-percent-500000-migrants-released-us-have-reported-ice-1613726
https://twitter.com/RepAndyBiggsAZ/status/1552375092985925632?s=20&t=8pLwfCNwhcCLgxRjlMphHw
https://www.facebook.com/15704546335/posts/10161648912216336/
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/texas-gov-abbott-authorizes-law-enforcement-return-illegal-immigrants-border?intcmp=fb_fnc&fbclid=IwAR3YBWlW3AkreV_Oy3iie2kFTMXkhx1KVKYDEgplj5mFQEEVI3MoFDWFldE
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Sources: Critical Mention data, Feedly, Daily GOP Chatter by America’s Voice, and manual research pulled from Twitter and
Facebook.
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