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Recent analyses and polling from a range of news outlets, such as NY Times and Axios, seemingly affirm that Republican
presidential candidate Donald Trump has an advantage over Vice President Harris on immigration based on numbers that
show that a majority of voters trust Trump over Harris on the issue. But a deeper look at these numbers shows that the
concern and the trust-advantage is being driven by Republican voters (largely non-college whites) and some independents.
What these polls and pundits often overlook, however, is that Harris can overcome this “immigration problem” and excite a set
of the electorate, including Latinos and persuadable voters, by continuing to define herself on the issue of immigration.

Consistently, the Immigration Hub’s research has found that the majority of the public is unaware of where Democrats stand
on the issue and what they’ve done on it, leaving Trump and Republicans to fill in the blanks. When voters become aware
that Democrats stand for a balanced approach to fixing the nation’s immigration system and have delivered on policies
that both address the border and create legal pathways for Dreamers and workers in the U.S., a majority of voters,
including Latino and swing voters, support and move towards Democrats. The essential ingredient to this message that
resonates and mobilizes voters Harris needs to win is “keeping families together” – both a strong contrast against Trump
and a popular solution.

Proof Points: “Keeping Families Together” and Pathway to Citizenship are Mobilizing Messages

Throughout 2024, Immigration Hub has released four polls on immigration, assessing the American electorate’s sentiment on
President Biden, Vice President Harris, and Donald Trump’s immigration positioning and policies. Consistently, we’ve found
the following:

● A majority of voters are not fully aware of the immigration actions taken by the Biden-Harris administration, including
the recent executive actions addressing the border, Dreamers and undocumented spouses and children of U.S.
citizens.

● When made aware of Biden-Harris immigration actions, a majority of voters, including swing and Latino voters,
increase Democratic approval and are more motivated to vote in favor of Democrats.

● Pathways to citizenship for Dreamers and long-settled immigrants in the U.S. has consistent and overwhelming
support; as does centering “keeping families together.”

● A balanced approach to addressing the nation’s broken immigration system that includes border security AND
pathway to citizenship continues to have strong support.

● Overall, voters need to consistently hear from Democrats on their promise to fix the immigration system by delivering
a pathway to citizenship and strong and humane border solutions.

A deeper dive of polling from the Immigration Hub, ACLU, Equis, Somos Votantes, and Vera Action illustrates the need for the
Harris-Walz campaign to expand beyond their position on border security and lean into the strongest contrast against Trump’s
rhetoric by promoting citizenship and keeping families together. Simply, it is not enough to advertise or stump on her
record to secure the border; Harris must go on offense with what she’s done to fight for families and her bold
vision to deliver a pathway to citizenship if she is elected president.

● A July 2024 poll conducted by Global Strategy Group and BSP Research, on behalf of the Immigration Hub, found
that 64% of battleground voters (75% of Latinos) supported the executive action for protections for Dreamers
and DACA Recipients, 59% (73% of Latinos) support for legal status for undocumented spouses, and 56% (54%
of Latinos) support for asylum restrictions. Support for the actions on spouses and Dreamers is particularly strong
among Hispanic voters, while support for all three actions are over 60% with swing voters (those voters not strongly
with President Biden or Trump).

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/08/10/us/elections/times-siena-poll-registered-voter-crosstabs.html
https://www.axios.com/2024/08/11/latinos-trump-harris-arizona?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiossneakpeek&stream=top
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/ifn0l6bs/production/a03de92e10bb3326b85c2b0e47d1f8a5deef8624.pdf


● In the same Hub poll, after communicating the basic facts about the Biden-Harris actions on spouses and
Dreamers/DACA recipients, President Biden’s job approval goes up an additional 7 points across the battleground
(from 45% to 52%), and an additional 12 points with Hispanics (from 50% to 62%). Swing voters (56% approve)
move up 17 points on this, and younger Hispanics 18-29 move up 18 points.

● Lastly, the Hub poll also showed that half of voters found the Biden-Harris actions on keeping families together
(spouses, Dreamers/DACA) to be more motivating (50% makes them more motivated to vote/42% no impact/8%
less motivated) than the asylum order. Just over a third of voters found the asylum order to be motivating (37%
more motivated/55% no impact/8% less motivated). In particular, the action on keeping families together is more
motivating to left-leaning swing voters that Democrats need to consolidate (65% motivated by keeping families
together; 32% motivated by asylum) and younger Latino voters 18-29 (52% motivated by keeping families together;
26% motivated by asylum). Notably, with younger Hispanics, just as many are “less motivated” by the asylum order
(26%) as “more motivated” by it (26%).

● In a July poll by Somos Votantes and BSP Research, the poll found that a “message pairing increased border
security with a path to legalization for various groups of undocumented immigrants living here—which Harris
favors and Trump opposes—leads 65 percent of Latinos to view Harris more favorably. Messages about her
status as the daughter of immigrants have very wide appeal among them.”

● In a July message test conducted by EquisLabs, one of the top messages to move Latino voters in favor of Vice
President Kamala Harris by more than 2pts included, “Kamala Harris has been a fierce advocate for immigrants and
Dreamers throughout her career. Like most Americans, she believes that ‘government should be in the business of
keeping families together, not tearing them apart.’ That’s why she worked with President Biden on a new executive
action that will keep American families together by ensuring undocumented spouses of American citizens… can apply
for permanent residence without having to leave the country.”

● In another EquisLabs poll in June, a majority of swing voters moved in favor of President Biden, agreeing that a
pathway for undocumented spouses of U.S. citizens would make them more likely to vote for the president.

● The ACLU conducted a series of polls, documenting their findings in the Battleground Blueprint Playbook, highlighting
that 71% of voters in six battleground congressional districts found the following message convincing, “The
immigration system is broken. We have many people who want to become citizens and who already contribute to our
economy and communities. We need to create a fair, orderly, and humane immigration system that manages the
border and provides a path to citizenship for longtime residents.”

● ACLU’s research also found that when voters are presented exclusively with “tough-on-immigration” messaging that
centers a punitive approach to immigration without legal pathways, the Democratic candidate loses to their
opponent.

● In June, a Vera Action and Immigration Hub poll conducted by PerryUndem, the top message to counter the right
and move voters in favor of Democrats, included, “We all deserve safety and security. I’m focused on solutions, not
scare tactics. Let’s secure our border by investing in new technology to detect fentanyl and drugs and prevent them
from reaching our communities. Let's make sure there's a pathway to citizenship for families who’ve been here for
years. Here at home, let’s fully fund things proven to improve everyone’s quality of life, like good schools,
good-paying jobs, health care, and affordable housing. Let’s make life safer, more stable, and secure for all of us.”

Winning Key Votes in AZ, NV and Across Battleground States

The research conclusively demonstrates that it is imperative that the Harris-Walz campaign expand beyond their talking points
on the border and message on Harris’s record on championing immigrant families and fighting for a pathway to citizenship. In
particular, there are persuadable and swing voters, including Latinos, who Harris needs to win over in Arizona and Nevada
where the margins are thin. These voters need to be presented with both positions – (1) Harris’s record on the border,
cracking down on fentanyl and transnational gangs, and most importantly (2) her commitment to keeping American
families together and delivering a pathway to citizenship while reminding voters of Trump’s cruelty (family separation
and mass deportation).

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b60b2381aef1dbe876cd08f/t/66bd0fb12bfc0d175d70f308/1723666353066/Immigration+Hub+Survey+Memo+07.10.24.docx.pdf
https://newrepublic.com/article/184533/surprise-poll-reveals-key-trump-weakness-kamala-harris
https://www.weareequis.us/research/kamala-test
https://www.weareequis.us/research/immi-policy
https://www.aclu.org/documents/battleground-blueprint-winning-narratives-on-immigration-and-safety
https://www.aclu.org/documents/battleground-blueprint-winning-narratives-on-immigration-and-safety
https://veraaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Vera-Action-Immigration-Hub-PerryUndem-Memo_Border-Crime.pd

