
Right-Wing Media Data Impact: October, 2023

Summary:

During the October tracking period, there were 4,768 negative immigration mentions across
right-wing media outlets to an estimated audience of over 18,075,339,377 people (including
new and repeat views) worth an estimated 495,293,445 in publicity. There were 68,892
mentions on Twitter to an audience of 850,815,091 people.

The majority of overall negative immigration mentions in October centered around the
Israel/Palestine conflict, with right-wing lawmakers and media relentlessly weaponizing the
conflict to spread Islamophobic and xenophobic narratives. Sites pushed the claim that “terrorist
cells” are coming through the “wide open southern border" and demonized immigrants by
framing them as dangerous and threatening to the U.S. in nearly every spike this month.
Attention was also focused on the economy and workforce, with right-wing sites framing recently
arrived immigrants as taking jobs and straining resources, especially in states like New York.

● The largest spike of October occurred on the 5th, with the majority of negative mentions
relating to the Biden Administration’s decision to waive 26 federal laws in Texas to
construct border wall. Sites in the right-wing ecosystem emphasized the supposed
“migrant influx” happening, with the phrase “walls work” being quoted by GOP
lawmakers and popular among social media posts.

● The second largest spike occurred on the 10th, with sites claiming members of terrorist
organizations are coming into the United States through the southern border. These
baseless and inflammatory claims circulated widely, with Ted Cruz and Laura Ingraham
galvanizing their follower’s anger and fear over the Israel/Palestine conflict by
demonizing immigrants and refugees.

● The third largest spike happened on October 16th, with sites sharing statements from
GOP lawmakers connecting immigrants to terrorism. Breitbart and other right-wing sites
featured headlines such as “McCarthy: Because of Biden’s Open Border ‘We Don’t
Know’ if There Are Terrorist Cells in America.” A Washington Examiner article highlighted
Trump's claims he would implement ideological screening of immigrants.

Smaller spikes occurred throughout the month as right-wing media continued to tie
immigrants to terrorism and framed those recently arrived as taking jobs and straining
resources:

https://www.foxnews.com/video/6338449496112
https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2023/10/05/gop-rips-biden-admin-hypocrisy-sudden-need-border-wall-walls-work/
https://www.foxnews.com/media/laura-ingraham-terrifying-think-how-many-potential-terrorists-border-patrol-already-missed
https://www.dailywire.com/news/border-patrol-has-arrested-thousands-of-special-interest-aliens-from-middle-east-under-biden-report
https://www.breitbart.com/clips/2023/10/16/mccarthy-because-of-bidens-open-border-we-dont-know-if-there-are-terrorist-cells-in-america/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/campaigns/trump-ideological-screening-immigrants-middle-eastern-refugees


● A spike occurred on the 23rd, with podcasts by Ben Shapiro and Dan Bongino reaching
an audience of nearly 35 million listeners each, with the hosts pushing anti-immigrant
and fear-sparking language around recently arrived people being anti-semitic and
connected to terrorism.

● Another spike occurred on the 27th, with sites circulating an interview where Ted Cruz
described cartels as being "emboldened" by Biden's border policies. A Washington
Examiner article discussed migrants in NY and framed immigrants as a threat to the city.

● The final spike of October occurred on the 31st, with sites claiming migrants pose a
threat to the U.S. and are taking white-collar jobs. This day also saw a popular Fox News
article describe that with the CBP One app, “thousands of foreign nationals can be
ferried in from anywhere in the world right into our country.”

https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#/clip/public/0a3b34dc-e7cf-4520-84f9-db6c01efd549
https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#/clip/public/2f28c918-d2bc-4d1b-82ed-8bd661ef304d
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/ted-cruz-demands-action-mayorkas-threats-border-patrol-agents-cartels-emboldened
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/immigration/new-york-city-one-way-plane-tickets-immigrants
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/white-house-couldnt-possibly-answer-whether-terrorists-have-already-crossed-over-southern-border
https://www.breitbart.com/economy/2023/10/31/biden-directs-more-white-collar-migration-into-us-jobs/
https://www.foxnews.com/media/jesse-watters-joe-biden-worlds-most-successful-travel-agent
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